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vision is clear. America understands where 
we need to go. We need to be compassionate 
at home, and we need to be firm and resolved 
abroad as we spread freedom and peace. 

It is such an honor to be here. I want to 
thank the folks who were willing to share 
their stories with you all and with me. I hope 
you have a better understanding of a key 
component of how America’s health care sys-
tem will work better as we head out into the 
21st century. 

May God bless the citizens of this commu-
nity, and may God continue to bless our 
country. Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Mayor George McKelvey 
of Youngstown, OH; and Mayor Toni E. Mid-
dleton of Alliance, OH.

Memorandum on Waiving 
Prohibition on United States Military 
Assistance With Respect to Burkina 
Faso and Dominica 

May 25, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004–31

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United 
States Military Assistance with Respect to 
Burkina Faso and Dominica

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 2007 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 (the 
‘‘Act’’), title II of Public Law 107–206 (22 
U.S.C. 7421 et seq.), I hereby: 

•  Determine that Burkina Faso and Dom-
inica have each entered into an agree-
ment with the United States pursuant 
to Article 98 of the Rome Statute pre-
venting the International Criminal 
Court from processing against U.S. per-
sonnel present in such countries; and 

•  Waive the prohibition of section 2007(a) 
of the Act with respect to these coun-
tries for as long as such agreement re-
mains in force. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress and to ar-

range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister. 

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 26.

Proclamation 7791—Prayer for 
Peace, Memorial Day, 2004
May 26, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America

A Proclamation 
For more than two centuries, Americans 

have been called to defend the founding 
ideals of our democracy. On Memorial Day, 
a grateful Nation remembers the proud patri-
ots who made the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fense of liberty’s blessings. 

From the opening battles of the American 
Revolution through the turmoil of the Civil 
War, to World War I, World War II, Korea, 
and Vietnam, to the Persian Gulf and today’s 
operations in the war on terror in Afghani-
stan, Iraq, and around the world, the mem-
bers of our military have built a tradition of 
honorable and faithful service. As we observe 
Memorial Day, we remember the more than 
one million Americans who have died to pre-
serve our freedom, the more than 140,000 
citizens who were prisoners of war, and all 
those who were declared missing in action. 
We also honor our veterans for their dedica-
tion to America and their sacrifice. 

This year, we honor many heroes by ob-
serving the 60th anniversary of D-Day on the 
beaches of Normandy, and by dedicating the 
National World War II Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. In a radio address on June 6, 
1944, President Franklin Roosevelt de-
scribed these service members as the ‘‘pride 
of our Nation,’’ who struggled to preserve 
our civilization. The fallen from that fateful 
day and that war will always be remembered. 
They hold a cherished place in the history 
of the United States and in the memories 
of the people they liberated. 
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